
WHAT IS CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP? 

THE TERM DISCIPLE AND CHRISTIAN, THOUGH RELATED, ARE NOT SYNONYMOUS. 

1. By definition, a disciple is a follower, one who assists in spreading the doctrines 

(teachings) of another. 

• Greek work mathetes, which means more than just student or learner, but 

means follower--one who completely adheres to the teachings of another, 

making him his rule of life and conduct. 

-----Moses' disciples (John 9:28) 

-----Jesus' disciples (Matthew 9:9)--Their discipleship began with Jesus' call and 

required them to exercise their will in response. 

 

2. A Christian disciple is a person who accepts and assists in the spreading of the good 

           news of Jesus Christ. 

Christian discipleship is the process by which disciples grow in The Lord Jesus Christ 

and are equipped by the Holy Spirit--the Holy Spirit resides in the hearts of disciples 

and helps them to overcome the pressures and trials of this present life and become 

more and more Christlike. 

• Believers must respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in examining their 

thoughts, words, and actions, while comparing them with the Word of God. 
o This requires time in the Word daily (study, prayer, obedience) 

o Always ready to offer a testimony (1Peter 3:15) 

• Personal Growth is characterized by the following: 

o Putting Jesus first in all things (Mark 8:34-38) 

o Following Jesus' Teachings (John 8:31-32) 

o Fruitfulness (John 15:5-8) 

o Love for Other Disciples (John 13:34-35) 

o Evangelism -Making Disciples of Others (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

 

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP IS COSTLY!!! 

Jesus was quite clear about the cost of following Him. Discipleship required a totally 

committed life: 

1. Luke 14:25-33--Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to 

them, "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 

And whoever does not  bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For 

which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 

whether he has enough to finish it  - lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not  



able to finish, all who see  it begin to mock him, saying, 'This man began to build 

and was not able to finish'? Or what king, going to make war against another king, 

does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet 

him who comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a 

great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, 

whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:25-

33 NKJV) 

2. Matthew 16:24-26--Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come 

after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever 

desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find 

it.  For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own 

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? (Matthew 16:24-26 NKJV) 

 

 

NOT ALL WHO BEGIN THE JOURNEY WILL FINISH THE JOURNEY. 

1. John 6:64-69--But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew 

from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray 

Him. And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me 

unless it has been granted to him by My Father." From that time many of His 

disciples went back and walked with Him no more. Then Jesus said to the twelve, 

"Do you also want to go away?" But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom 

shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and 

know that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:64-69 NKJV) 

 
 

A BIBLICAL BASIS FOR DISCIPLESHIP 
 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLESHIP IN THE CHURCH 

 

"A disciple attends church regularly to worship God, to have his 

or her spiritual needs met, and to make a contribution to the body 

of believers." 
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"The Scriptures call for all of Christ's disciples to be 

involved in the church for the purpose of carrying out the 

Great Commission." 

"THE CENTRAL THRUST OF THE GREAT COMMISSION IS 

THE MAKING OF DISCIPLES." 

1 Corinthians 12:11-13 

"For as the body is one and has many members, but all the 

members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is 

Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body- 

whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free-and have all 

been made to drink into one Spirit. For in fact the body is not 

one member but many." 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE CHURCH--SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

1. Unity 

 

-----John 17:20-21--""I do not pray for these alone, but also for  

those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all 

may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they 

also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent 

Me." 
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-----Acts 4:32-35--"Now  the  multitude of those who 

believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say 

that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had 

all things in common. And with great power the apostles gave 

witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was 

upon them all. Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for 

all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 

brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them 

at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had 

need." 

BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP PRODUCES LOVE IN ACTION--OUTWARD ACTIVITIES 

 

-----Hebrews 10:24-25--"And let  us consider one another in 

order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 

exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the 

Day approaching." 
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BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP PRODUCES A DESIRE TO WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

TOGETHER. 

 

-----Proverbs 27:17-- "As iron sharpens iron, So a man 

sharpens the countenance of his friend." 

BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE GROWTH OF EVERY MEMBER. 

 

-----John 13:34-34--"A  new commandment I give to  you, 

that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another. By this all will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another."" 

WITNESS--A CONSTANT AND PUBLIC DISPLAY OF JESUS IN WORD AND DEED 

 

THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH 

 

A. They accepted the message. 

B. They were baptized. 

C. They were added to the church. 

D. They devoted themselves to instruction. 

E. They were part of the fellowship. 

F. They were trained to become reproducers. 

G. They reached out into the community. 

H. People were added to the church. 
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John 13:34-35--"A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 

another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 

have love for one another."" 

 

God GAVE--Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers--

TO PREPARE--God's People--FOR WORKS OF SERVICE--

That The Body Of Christ May Be Built Up. 

 

 


